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Editor’s Note
I welcome our esteemed readers to yet another issue of our Newsletter. This is the
fourth Issue in the history of our Club.
The last half of the year was a very busy one for the Club as a couple of remarkable
events took place - the spring lecture, the courtesy visit to our Grand patron Omo n’ Oba
n’ Edu Uku Akpolokpolo Oba Erediauwa, the Oba of Benin, amongst others.
In this Issue, we have also paid tribute to a great member of the club who passed away
in November, Chief Hope Harriman.
Happy reading !!!

Michael Orimobi
Editor
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
I am pleased to write to you on the first
year Anniversary of the Election of the
2012 Exco. 2012, on the whole, turned
out to be a remarkable year for our Club.
With the enthusiasm of the ExCo, the
support of the Members and acceptance
by the Public, we were able to firmly put
Oxbridge Nigeria on the map again! The
second half of the year, when most
would expect matters to pitter off,
actually became very busy with a great
deal of excitement.
You will not be surprised to hear that
yours truly was in utter shock whilst
negotiating the Falomo roundabout on
the morning of Sunday 11 November
and, in the full glare of the Vendors, The
Oxford and Cambridge Spring Lecture
made the front page of ThisDay
Newspapers! The 2012 Spring Lecture
delivered by HE Mr Paul Kagame,
President of Rwanda, on 10 November
2012, certainly remains a major talking
point. We were not only able to listen to
one of the most sought after African
leaders of our time, we also had a firsthand opportunity to engage with Mr
Kagame in a most exhilarating Q&A
session. Indeed, I am pleased to report
that, on the back of the Q&A session, the
Rwandan Government has changed its
visa policy whereby nationals of ALL
African countries (including Nigeria!),
are able to obtain a visa on arrival!

The 2012 Spring Lecture would not have
been possible without (i) the belief and
support of the ExCo (ii) the visit to
Kigali, Rwanda by Mr Ike Chioke, Dr
Timi Austen-Peters, Ms Funke Adeyemi
and myself to meet with Mr Kagame;
and (iii) on receiving the confirmation
that Mr Kagame will indeed be visiting
Lagos to deliver the Spring Lecture, the
tireless work of the Organizing
Committee. To each person involved, I
am truly grateful.
When we heard the news of the passing
of Late Chief Hope Harriman, the Club
was making preparations to receive H.E.
Mr Paul Kagame, President of Rwanda,
for the Spring Lecture. The entire
Membership was certainly devastated
by this news since Chief would
undoubtedly have made all efforts to be
there. As a Club, we said farewell to
Chief with a condolence visit to his
residence in Lekki, a full page obituary
in his favourite Guardian Newspapers
and Members rallied round to be
present at the funeral obsequies. Our
thoughts are with the entire family.
Chief Harriman will be sorely missed.
In late November, I received a call from
the Oba of Benin’s Palace informing me
that the Oba, our Grand Patron, was able
to receive the Club on Thursday, 29
November 2012. For most, this was an
opportunity not to be missed since it
allowed the Club to reconnect with our
Grand Patron after a few years (a point
not missed by Oba Erediauwa). We had
a most pleasant courtesy visit with Dr
Ese Owie, being a perfect host whilst in
Benin. Our Grand Patron will be
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celebrating a significant birthday in
2013 and the ExCo is exploring ways of
making the event a momentous one for
our Grand Patron and the Club.
Our Garden Party, held on Sunday, 9
December 2012, was kindly hosted by
Mr Demola Akinrele SAN at his
residence - a delectable venue
overlooking the azure waters of the
Atlantic Ocean with the Lagos Fairway
Buoy in the distance! Mrs Tolu Akinrele
ensured we feasted on a variety of
cuisine and the most sumptuous
Oxbridge Nigeria cake (with logos of
both Universities nicely embedded). The
event was well attended by Members
including family and friends – a
thoroughly enjoyable day for all and a
perfect way to round off the year.
Looking ahead in 2013, the ExCo will of
course seek to organize a series of
events for 2013 including the usual
programs
Members
are
now
accustomed to attending. I am pleased to
refer you to the 2013 Planned Events as
set out in the Forthcoming Events
Section of this Newsletter.
One new initiative worth highlighting is
the Oxbridge Business Forum, which
we are launching in 2013. The idea
behind this initiative is to create an
intellectual and topical platform for
prominent individuals to address the
Club. Speakers can be Members or
external
who
have
contributed
significantly to the development of our
Society. We will also be using this
platform to engage in meaningful
debates on the socio, economic and

political issues affecting our Beloved
country, Nigeria. I am very pleased to
announce that Chief Philip Asiodu, CON,
MA (Oxon) has kindly agreed to be the
Guest Speaker at the inaugural event on
Thursday 18 April 2013.
However, for all to work in 2013, we will
need the full commitment of Members
(both old and young!), prompt
settlement of subscription dues and the
support of those Members who are able
to give that little bit more!
Finally, with the Club’s website –
www.oxbridgenigeria.com, we have been
able to capture all our events and advise
on forthcoming ones. The website has
been a huge success with almost 1500
unique visitors and over 9000 hits to
date. The site is now more populated
and would encourage all to visit. Do feel
free to submit material for the website
to Mr. Dapo Olagunju.
Without further ado, it is only left for me
to say a big thank you to Mr. Michael
Orimobi, our Editor, and the rest of the
contributors to this Newsletter. Do have
a pleasant read.
Fela Akoni
President
March 2013
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President Kagame Delivers
the Spring Lecture in Lagos,
10 November 2012

The night was graced by Members making
a fantastic effort to attend, our guests
were pleasantly surprised and the echo
reverberating across the Hall was “when is
the next one?”!
With an exhilarating and captivating
Lecture delivered by H.E. Mr Paul Kagame
and Gala Dinner to boot, the evening was
certainly one to remember.

H.E. Mr Paul Kagame with President of the
Club, Mr Akinfela Akoni (R), together with
former Presidents Prof. Theo Ogunbiyi (L),
Dr Mofe Atake SAN (extreme R) and Mr L.
Fubara Anga (extreme L)
The hosting of H.E. President Paul Kagame
of Rwanda was months in planning and,
with the relentless efforts of the ExCo and
the Organizing Committee, on 10
November 2012 at the prestigious Eko
Hotel & Suites, Victoria Island, Lagos, The
Oxford and Cambridge Club of Nigeria
came alive with its 2012 Spring Lecture!
The format of the evening was relatively
simple – Welcome Address by the
President, Mr Akinfela Akoni, Citation of
Mr Kagame by Dr Mofe Atake SAN and a
most engaging Q&A session anchored by
Mr L. Fubara Anga. Prof Ogunbiyi kindly
accepted the honour of presenting H.E.
Paul Kagame with our very special Bronze
Statutes from Benin City.

H.E. Paul Kagame’s Lecture was full of
content. The main thrust of the Lecture
was on Leadership, particularly in Africa.
Without reproducing the entire lecture
here
(although
you
can
visit
www.oxbridgenigeria.com to access the
full script), it is nevertheless worth
dwelling on some key areas.
(i) “Regional Efforts hold the
greatest promise of an
enduring solution”
This statement was made in
the context of the crisis in
Democratic Republic of Congo.
As you know, in Africa today,
we have several Regional
bodies – ECOWAS, East Africa
Community, SADEC to name
but a few. However, the
question is how effective are
these Regional bodies?
A ray of hope was evident
recently when Regional African
leaders signed an UN-brokered
accord which aims to bring
peace to the troubled eastern
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region of the Democratic
Republic of Congo.
The agreement, signed by
leaders and representatives of
11 countries of the Great Lakes
region (including Rwanda), may
lead to the establishment of a
special UN intervention brigade
in eastern Congo, along with
political efforts to bring peace.
The agreement was signed in
the presence of UN Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon in the
Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa.
It is evident that collaboration
like the above will be necessary
across the Continent to ensure
lasting peace in our various
communities.
(ii) “No individual leader or country
acting alone will achieve a
continent-wide qualitative
change’
For those of us following the
African politics, it is not
surprising
to
hear
this
statement from His Excellency.
Mr Kagame has demonstrated
a type of leadership which is
not only passionate but also
results driven. You will no
doubt be aware of the active
participation of Rwanda in the
New Participation For Africa’s
Development (NEPAD) in the

early 2000s. Whilst NEPAD may
not have delivered the promise
envisaged at the time of
inception, the concept of
cooperation between Man and
Country is still relevant today.
I humbly submit that it is this
type of cooperative leadership
and vision that will lead to
ultimate salvation of the
African continent and its
people.
(iii) ‘Home grown ideas provide the
answer, not only for
development but also for the
restoration of our dignity”
Essentially, it would appear
that H.E. is advocating the use
of internal ideas to resolve our
domestic issues. It is difficult to
argue against this. However,
we need to be careful that such
ideas are truly representing the
views of the people as a whole.
There is little merit in
proffering ideas which do not
yield satisfactory solutions for
the majority.
In Rwanda, we are familiar with
the
GACACA
courts
in
connection with finding a
lasting solution to the events of
1994. By all accounts, the
process was largely very
successful
and
certainly
achieved its objectives.
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It is certainly time for Nation
States to start looking inwards
in trying to reach solutions for
the
abundant
problems
besetting the African countries.

Courtesy Visit to his majesty
Omo n’ Oba n’ Edu Uku
Akpolokpolo Oba Erediauwa,
the Oba of Benin

As part of our CSR program, we will be
distributing copies of the Lecture DVD to
Universities and other appropriate
organizations. In the meantime, the DVD
is available for sale at N1,500 each. If
interested in purchasing a copy (or more),
please contact our Membership Secretary,
Mr. Uche Okoli, on 07037103373 or
info@oxbridgenigeria.com.
All in all, a good show and certainly an
Evening our Club should be proud of.
Finally, I say a big thank you to our
Partners for the event and to the
Organizing Committee, ably led by Mr. Ike
Chioke.
Akinfela Akoni
President

The Oxford and Cambridge Club of
Nigeria recently paid a courtesy visit to
its Grand Patron, His Royal Majesty,
Omo n'Oba n'Edo Uku Akpolokpolo Oba
Erediauwa, the Oba of Benin (an
alumnus of King’s College, Cambridge).
Speaking at the Palace, the Club's
President Mr Akinfela Akoni informed
the Oba that the members of the Club
had first and foremost come to thank
him for supporting the Club over the
years and for his incessant prayers. The
President also took the opportunity to
intimate His Royal Majesty of the Club's
activities in 2012. He informed the Oba
that the 2012 Spring Lecture of the Club
was delivered by His Excellency,
President Paul Kagame of Rwanda - the
first foreign incumbent President to
address the Club. He also informed the
Oba that the Annual May Ball (typically
held in June to coincide with the end of
6
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the academic year) was a huge success
and that plans were afoot to ensure that
the milestones achieved this year were
improved upon in 2013.
In recognition of the Oba being an
alumnus of Cambridge University, His
Royal Majesty was then formally
presented with his Club Membership
Card with the appropriate Membership
No:00001.
Responding, His Royal Majesty thanked
the President and the Delegation for
their visit and told them that he had
been following the Club’s activities in
the Media. The Oba assured them of his
continuous support and prayers. A
Senior Palace Chief was then mandated
to offer special prayers for the President
and his team.
Other members of the Delegation were
former Vice Chancellor of the Edo State
University,
Ekpoma,
Professor
Osemekhian, Ms Inewari Diete-Spiff, Mr
Tosan Rewane and immediate past
Executive Chairman of the Edo State
Board of Internal Revenue, Dr Ese Owie.
The Oxford and Cambridge Club of
Nigeria is an alumni association of the
University of Oxford and the University
of Cambridge, both in the United
Kingdom. Our Club welcomes all
persons who are alumnus of either of
University,
Ekpoma,
Professor
Osemekhian, Ms Inewari Diete-Spiff, Mr
Tosan Rewane and immediate past
Executive Chairman of the Edo State
Board of Internal Revenue, Dr Ese Owie.

The Oxford and Cambridge Club of
Nigeria is an alumni association of the
University of Oxford and the University
of Cambridge, both in the United
Kingdom. Our Club welcomes all
persons who are alumnus of either of
the two Universities and are Nigerian or
living in Nigeria.
Dr Ese Owie

Drinks
and
Canapé
Reception – Club 1662
October 11th, 2012 must have seemed
like a typical weekday to most
Lagosians; bustling by day, mellow by
night.
This particular Thursday, however, was
decidedly different for the Oxbridge
community and its peers as all roads led
to 1662 that evening. Sesu TilleyGyado (Africa Heritage Group Founder,
Robinson College, Cambrige) and
Uzoma Anumudu (Green-Templeton
College, Oxford ’08) successfully put
together a reception that was equal
parts sophisticated and entertaining.
1662 could not have been a more
befitting choice for the night. The Ikoyi
establishment featured a well-lit patio
bordered on each side by magnificent
topiary. On entering the equally bespoke
bar proper, guests treated themselves to
an enticing assortment of hors d’oeuvres
and wines on offer. All the refreshment
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and light banter took place within a
backdrop of delightful classical music
performed by guitarist Phil Uzo.
When it seemed the evening couldn’t get
more pleasant than it already was, the
music paused momentarily for a rousing
address by Oxbridge President Fela
Akoni in which guests were thanked,
Executive Committee members were
introduced and the club’s forthcoming
events were presented. Good times are
often short-lived and this reception was
no exception as guests retired as the
small hours began to approach. Nary a
bored face could be spotted at the exit,
however, pointedly confirming that such
receptions ought to be a mainstay for
the Oxbridge club.
Uzoma Anumudu and Sesu TilleyGyado

1st ANNUAL NATIONAL
ESSAY COMPETITION
The Oxford and Cambridge Club of
Nigeria
Annual
National
Essay
Competition will be announced to the
public shortly. Its objective is to inspire
young Nigerians across the country. The
essay competition will be open to all
senior secondary school students under
the age of 18 attending government
schools, and will offer these students the
opportunity to make their voice heard
on an issue of national interest selected
by the Club this year.

The aims include, amongst others, to
give young Nigerians from diverse
backgrounds a platform to express their
views about the world and their dreams
for the future; to promote the proper
use of English, our national language, as
an essential tool for communication, in
an appealing forum and to raise
awareness of the Oxford and Cambridge
Club of Nigeria among young Nigerians
of diverse backgrounds so they too can
aspire to attend such outstanding
institutions, and return home to help
develop our country.
There are competition rules and
guidelines for the candidates to ensure
fair play, including a time frame for
submission of entries. The proposed
time frame for the competition to run is
from Monday, March 18, 2013 to
Tuesday, March 30. Cash prizes and
certificates would be awarded to the top
three winners as well as plaques to their
respective schools. Winners will be
announced by Friday, May 31, 2013.
The 1st prize student will be presented
with his/her certificate and cash prize at
the Club’s Annual May Ball to be held on
a date to be determined in June.
We propose that this project be funded
by members’ endowments in order to be
sustainable. We estimate that a budget
of N4,500,000 (Four Million, Five
Hundred Thousand Naira) is required
for the first three years.
Members are encouraged to embrace
this initiative as their own and support
it by making donations to the Club
earmarked for this project. Cheques can
8
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be made payable to The Oxford and
Cambridge Club of Nigeria or you may
pay directly into the Club’s UBA bank
account
(Account
Number:
1000095593). Kindly write CSR and
your full name as a reference. Your
generous contributions are greatly
appreciated.

GALLERY

Dr. Jumoke Oduwole

An evening with His Excellency, Mr. Paul
Kagame (The President of Rwanda) at
The Eko Hotel & Suites, Victoria Island,
Lagos, discussing topical issues such as
Leadership in Africa, Development etc

(A selection of Photos from our
2012 Events)

Spring Lecture 2012
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Drinks
Reception

and

Canapé

Networking, drinks and great music at its
best at Club 1662
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Garden Party
The club ended the year with a Garden
Party hosted by Mr Demola Akinrele SAN
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TRIBUTE TO CHIEF HOPE
HARRIMAN, A BOSOM
FRIEND.

Yes, this is another poignant event for
me, coming so soon after that at the
Lying-in-State of my younger brother
Tunde, another Cambridge alumnus, at
the Nigerian Institute of Management in
October 12, 2011. Chief Hope Harriman
was my bosom friend and the
relationship special as “one of the last
resort” like the bankers. He was
Bestman at my wedding in Lagos in
1961 which we celebrated in Cambridge
style
If I appear to agonize during this
statement, it is just the personal side of
the coin. Make no mistake about it; I
consider this is an occasion to celebrate
the life and times of Chief Hope

Harriman. He lived an accomplished,
sumptuous and noble term on earth, he
was a fulfilled man in every way and a
professional ‘par excellence’. He was
hilarious, humorous and extraordinarily
genial in his interactions with friends
and colleagues. Among his stellar
legacies are the high priority and
investment given to the education of his
children, nurturing them in the best
schools in England and the United States
of
America.
The
spectacular
achievements of Tuoyo Harriman, his
eldest son are a reference point in this
regard. Tuoyo not only won a
Cambridge Blue in Rugby but was also
Captain of the All England team
subsequently.
Hope Harriman has been described as
generous, and a philanthropist among
his peers. This was recently stated in the
announcement of his Obituary which
was circulated to members of the Oxford
and Cambridge Club of Nigeria. It was
also through his vision and dedication to
duty that many professionals and
middle class colleagues became aware of
the opportunity and need for personal
housing property during his tenure at
the
Western
Region
Housing
Corporation and the Lagos Executive
Development Board LEDB respectively.
This professional discretion on his part
will remain indelible in the hearts and
mind of the beneficiaries, particularly of
my generation. In today’s clime where
aged pensioners are made to queue for
long hours in shameful conditions in
order to receive their stipends, it is
13
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thanks to the advice of Chief Hope
Harriman that many victims of today
can resort to the safety valve provided
by this veritable asset for survival.
Like all mortals, Hope had turbulences
too in life but he confronted them with
equanimity and enduring resilience.
Some of his critics have said that he was
enigmatic, egregious and sometimes
caustic in speech. Chief Harriman no
doubt had the gift of tongue. He had an
amazing capacity to make profound
statements supported by historical and
archival facts. He has sometimes been
sarcastically branded in the style of the
former US Foreign Secretary Marilyn
Albright who is noted for ‘saying it as it
is’. This attribute, which had always
been part of him, was positively utilized
for a defining purpose, during the
preparations for the celebration of
Ghana’s independence in Cambridge.
Let me elaborate a little more on this
story.
Hope actually came up in 1955 to read
for a Tripos in Land Economy at Christ
College. Remarkably, he was among the
first group of students admitted for that
course of study in Cambridge. We opted
to join the Cambridge University African
Students Union but to our chagrin, the
activities and membership were largely
dominated by white students from
South Africa and Rhodesia. Fortuitously,
in 1956, the independence of Ghana was
in the offing and the C.U.Students Union
was becoming more politically visible. It
was expected to showcase the hopeful
signposts for the emergence of the first

Black African country as an independent
nation. Practically, a mission had
become necessary to re-align the profile
of the leadership of the Cambridge
University African Students Union to
reflect the new realities of the situation.
It was Hope Harriman who picked up
the gauntlet. He was characteristically
bold and outspoken despite the delicate
diplomacy required, and this endeared
him to all. Ghana’s liberation day was
celebrated by all in colour, pomp and
glory at a Banquet attended by Town
and Gown.
Ineffable and unsurpassable sense of
humour, Hope was fond of saying to me
after breaking the news of the demise of
a friend that I should prepare to take my
turn next. I would then question in reply
“Why me”? Because we could not settle
the criteria to use, we decided to make a
covenant that whoever crossed the veil
first must ensure to lift it in order to tell
what the other side is really like. At the
last lunch we had at the Metropolitan
Club in the company of Late Ibrahim
Damcida, a common friend came around
to offer an invitation to the High table.
My host turned round to plead that I
should not accept the invitation to the
Octogenarian
table
which
he
euphemistically described as ‘Departure
Lounge’. He was of the view that we
were not ripe for it. Oh, but now, what
an irony of fate!!!
When Roli called from Maryland to
announce that Hope had given up the
ghost, the news was received with shock
and awe. Later I mused over many
things including my covenant with Hope
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to lift the veil from yonder. I am still
waiting for response and if nothing
happens, then it would be as Jesus said
on the cross “IT IS FINISHED” Hope, if it
is truly finished, Rest in perfect Peace.

Dr. Isaac Adebayo Akinrele

Venue: The Metropolitan Club,
Victoria Island, Lagos.

Date: Saturday, 22 June 2013
At 7pm.

3. Drinks and Canapé

Reception
Event: The President of the Oxford and

Forthcoming Events 2013

1. Oxbridge Business
(Luncheon)

Forum

Event: A unique opportunity to meet
with fellow Alumni and business leaders
over lunch with a pre-eminent Alumnus
espousing their thoughts on the business,
political, economic and/or social issues
affecting our Society today.
Guest Speaker: Chief Philip Asiodu,
CON, MA (Queen’s College, Oxford)
Venue: The Metropolitan Club,
Victoria Island, Lagos
Date: Thursday, 18 April 2013
At 12noon

2. May Ball
Event : The May Ball is the traditional
Gala social event that marks the end of
The academic year in both Oxford and
Cambridge Universities. On this occasion,
The Oxford and Cambridge Club of Nigeria
Will host its members and spouses as well
as its corporate sponsors, friends and their
spouses to a gala evening of gourmet
eating, dancing and merry making

Cambridge Club invites members of the
Club to an evening of networking and
general merriment.
Venue: The Wheatbaker, Ikoyi
Date: Wednesday, 6 March
2013 at 7pm to 9pm.

4. Oxbridge National Essay

Competition
Subject: The Oxford and Cambridge Club
of Nigeria
Proposes to hold an Annual National Essay
Competition to inspire thousands of young
Nigerians across the country. The essay
competition will be open to all senior
Secondary school students under the age
Of 18, and will offer these students the
Opportunity to make their voice heard
On an issue of national interest selected
By the Club each year.

Date: March to June 2013
5. The Boat Race
Subject: The Oxford and Cambridge
Boat Race is one of the oldest sports
events in the world and was first raced
In 1829. Why not join other Members
For a relaxing afternoon and watch
15
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The screening of the 159th edition of
The renowned annual sporting event
Between the two great Universities.
Venue: Lagos Motor Boat Club
Date: Sunday, 31 March 2013
At 4pm

With a garden party for the members,
family, corporate sponsors and other
friends of the Club
Venue: Residence of one of our
Members. Details to be shared nearer the
Time
Date: Sunday, 15 December, 2013 at 4pm

6. Drinks and Canapé

Reception
Event: The President of the Oxford and
Cambridge Club invites members of the
Club to an evening of networking and
General merriment
Venue: To be advised
Date: Thursday, 10 October 2013
At 7pm

7. Oxbridge Business Forum
(Luncheon)
Event: A unique opportunity to meet
with fellow Alumni and business leaders
over lunch with a pre--‐eminent Alumnus
espousing their thoughts on the business,
political, economic and/or social issues
affecting our Society today.
Guest Speaker: Mrs Yewande Zaccheaus
LLM (Jesus College, Cambridge)
Venue: The Metropolitan Club, Victoria
Island, Lagos
Date: October/November 2013 at
12noon.

8. End of Year Garden Party
Event: An Annual event where the
President of The Oxford and Cambridge
Club rounds off the activities of the Club
16
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Subscriptions
This is to inform Members that if they
have not paid their 2012 and/or 2013
Club subscription, to do so as soon as
possible.
Account
details
instructions:

and

payment

Amount: N10,000
Bank: UBA Plc, Tinubu Street Branch
Account Number: 1000095593
Account Name: The Oxford and
Cambridge Club of Nigeria
Please use your first name and last name
as the reference when paying.
Bayo Osolake
Hon. Treasurer

For more information regarding membership of The Oxford and
Cambridge Club of Nigeria, updating contact details or activities of the
Club, please visit the website: www.oxbridgenigeria.com.
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