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January 2016
Dear Esteemed Member,

The Oxford and Cambridge Club of Nigeria
Happy New Year to you and I seize this opportunity to wish you and your family a Prosperous 2016.
2015 was certainly a remarkable year for our beloved country, Nigeria, with the historic elections
heralding a successful change of government. In particular, we witnessed for the first time, a change of
leadership from one political party to another!
With Change, comes new opportunities. I am pleased to report that a number of our alumni have been
appointed by the President of Nigeria to significant posts within the new Administration. Kindly join me
once again in congratulating the following distinguished members and wishing them all the very best in
their new appointments:
i)
ii)
iii)
iv)

Alhaji Abba Kyari (Wolfson College, Cambridge) – Chief of Staff to the President;
Mr Geoffrey Onyeama (St John’s College, Cambridge) – Minister for Foreign Affairs
Senator Udoma Udo Udoma (St. Catherine’s College, Oxford) – Hon Minister for Budget and
National Planning;
Professor Mahmood Yakubu (Wolfson College, Cambridge and University of Oxford) –
Chairman, Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC).

2015 was a remarkable year for our Club as well! We started the year with the inaugural Oxbridge Debate
held in March and chaired by Professor Bolaji Akinyemi CFR, our May Ball was held in June, as tradition
dictates, with Mrs Oby Ezekwesili as the Guest of Honour and we ended the year with two great events in
December – the Cocktail Reception hosted by the British Deputy High Commissioner, Mr Ray Kyles, at his
residence in Ikoyi, Lagos and the end of year Garden Party hosted by Dr Wale Babalakin SAN at his
residence in Victoria Island, Lagos.
We have seen a significant increase in our membership with more than 250 active members as at the end
of 2015 and we very much look forward to more active participation from all alumni across all ages.
Ordinary membership of the Club is open to persons who have matriculated and graduated from either
the University of Oxford or the University of Cambridge and are Nigerians or resident in Nigeria. Visit the
Club’s website at www.oxbridgenigeria.com for more information.
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Inaugural Oxbridge Debate – 24 March 2015

The Club successfully held its inaugural Oxbridge Debate on Tuesday 24 March 2015 at the Muson Centre
(Agip Recital Hall) Onikan, Lagos.
Chaired by former Minister of Foreign Affairs, Prof. Bolaji Akinyemi CFR, the event witnessed an
impressive turn out as the attendance comprised notable members of the public, students from the
University of Lagos (UNILAG), members of Oxbridge Club of Nigeria and the media.
Pertinent issues concerning Nigeria were brought to the fore as some of the country’s erudite lawyers and
economists debated on “Nigeria, her democracy and the economy.” The debaters were Dr. Bright Okogu,
DG, Budget Office of the Federation; Mr. Demola Akinrele (SAN), Senior Partner, FO Akinrele & Co; Dr.
Ayo Teriba, CEO, Economic Associates and Prof. Fidelis Oditah (QC, SAN), Senior Partner, Oditah & Co.,
whilst the moderator was Prof. Konyin Ajayi (SAN), Managing Partner of Olaniwun Ajayi LP, all members
of the club.
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May Ball 2015 – 6 June 2015

With excellent coordination by the May Ball Committee, chaired by Mr Kunle Adebiyi, the 2015 May Ball
did not disappoint. The May Ball was tagged ‘Highlife’ and was a well-attended and very successful event
held at The Metropolitan Club, Victoria Island, Lagos.
Our Guest of Honour was Mrs. Obiageli Ezekwesili, who in her address, gave a first-hand account of the
plight of the Chibok Girls and also took the opportunity to remind us all not to neglect our civic
responsibilities to our beloved Nation and to ourselves.

BDHC Cocktail Reception – 4 December 2015
The recently appointed British Deputy High Commissioner to Nigeria, Mr Ray Kyles, hosted the Club to a
Cocktail Reception on Friday 4 December 2015 at his residence in Ikoyi, Lagos. The well attended event
presented an opportunity for members of The Oxford and Cambridge Club of Nigeria to meet Mr Kyles
and also engage with him in an interactive session.
In addition to members of the Executive Committee, notable Alumni who attended the event included
Prof Bolaji Akinyemi CFR, Dr Greg Ero, Prof. Bomi Ogedengbe, Prof Fidelis Oditah QC, SAN and Prof.
Chimele Abengowe (all Oxford) and Dr Patrick Dele Cole OFR, Prof. Osato Giwa Osagie, Dr Bolu Akin-
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Olugbade, Mr Demola Akinrele SAN together with two former Club presidents, Dr Eyimofe Atake SAN
and Mr Lawrence Fubara Anga (all Cambridge).
On behalf of the Club, I had the honour of welcoming the Deputy High Commissioner to Nigeria and also
introduced him to the activities of the Club. Mr Kyles, in response, expressed his profound appreciation to
the Club for honouring his invitation and very much looks forward to continuing the excellent relationship
between BDHC and Oxbridge Nigeria.
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Garden Party 2015 – 19 December 2015
The 2015 Garden Party provided a good ambiance for family, friends and spouses of members of the Club
to come together to make merry, unwind and enjoy good music along with delicious food and drink. Held
on Saturday 19 December 2015, the Garden Party was hosted by Dr. & Mrs. Wale Babalakin SAN at their
residence in Victoria Island, Lagos.

Cutting of the Cake with Prof Theo Ogunbiyi (Former President) and his guest, Prof Jubril Aminu, leading
the celebrations!
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Elections 2016 – New Executive Committee
In addition to the brief recap of the activities of the Club in 2015 above, it is also my responsibility to bring
to your attention the forthcoming elections to usher in a new Executive Committee of the Club.
As most of you know, the Club holds elections of the new Executive Committee members every two years.
The last elections were held in 2014 and therefore this means that elections are due this year.
Consequently, following a meeting of the current ExCo members, I have requested our Hon. Secretary,
Mr Michael Orimobi, to issue the notice of Annual General Meeting. It is anticipated that the AGM will be
held towards the end of February.
There are 7 elected offices and ex officio members (by appointment) to be filled.
The offices are those of President, Vice President – Oxford, Vice President – Cambridge, Hon. Secretary, Hon.
Treasurer, Membership Secretary, Social Secretary and Ex-officio(s). All posts are available and I very much

encourage anyone interested in serving the Club to feel free to get in touch with the Hon. Secretary or
myself for further information.

Membership/Annual Subscription Dues
Finally, we are seeing a healthy increase in our membership database and I take this opportunity to thank
all members who are up to date with payment of their annual subscriptions.
As you know, the Club needs to be funded. We typically do this through sponsorships and payment of
annual dues. To ensure we have done our bit, I would like to take this opportunity to appeal to ALL
members to kindly make their payment of N25,000 per annum promptly into the Club’s UBA account set
out below (you are more than welcome to make additional contributions in support of the Club if you so
wish):
Bank:
Account name:
Account number:

United Bank for Africa
Oxford and Cambridge Club of Nigeria
1000095593

Kindly ensure that the payment details reflect your name and year of payment to aid our reconciliation.
Many thanks for your continued support of The Oxford and Cambridge Club of Nigeria and look forward
to seeing you at the AGM.
With best regards.
Fela Akoni
President

7

