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pandemic season, this is challenging; however we plan
community of alumni that supports each other and
which is true to the goals of the Club's founders, who
sought to create a forum for social, economic and
intellectual debates in Nigeria.
The goal of this Exco is to ensure that our Membership
is engaged and to build a community spirit for Oxbridge
alumni in Nigeria. Over the next few months, we are
aiming to roll out a series of initiatives in respect of our
communication with you, our social media presence

info@oxbridgenigeria.com
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
(contd. from page 1)
and growing the membership base of the Club. This Newsletter is one of those initiatives and
we hope that it will become a useful way to keep Members up to date on happenings with the
Club, the Universities and our small but growing community.
With the ongoing pandemic, some of our traditional Club events may not hold this year or may
be delayed. However we will look at adopting new platforms for some events. We also plan to
establish an FCT chapter for our members located in Abuja and Northern Nigeria as well as
getting the Club's Endowment Fund established.
The Endowment Fund has been an important goal for the Club for some time now; the primary
goal of the Endowment Fund will be to provide scholarships to talented Nigerians who have
obtained admission to study at the Universities at a postgraduate level but are lacking the
financial means. The Exco will be providing more details to members very soon.
It is with great sadness that we announce that the Club has lost two distinguished alumni due to
the COVID-19 virus. Mallam Abba Kyari OON (Wolfson, Cambridge), the erstwhile Chief of Staff
to the President of Nigeria and Dr Kole Abayomi SAN, OON (Clare, Oxford), the former Director
General of the Nigerian Law School. They both lived exemplary lives and will be deeply missed.
We bid them farewell and pray that their souls rest in peace.
I am humbled and honoured to serve as your President during this term and on behalf of the
Exco, we look forward to working closely with you to secure the growth of and ensure the
positive impact of the Club. we look forward to seeing and speaking with you soon and hope
you stay safe and healthy.
Lanre Fatimilehin
President
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2020

01

May Ball

Traditionally held in June, this is the
highlight of the Club's social calendar.
The timing in 2020 is unclear due to
the ongoing restrictions on large
gatherings - it is possible that we may
only hold a Ball towards the end of the
year.

02

Oxbridge Debate

The Debate is an event hosted by the
Club on a topical issue affecting our
society today. We anticipate this will
occur later this year and we will be
calling on the Club's finest speakers to
participate.

03

Freshers' Event

Traditionally held in August, the Club
invites freshers (undergraduate &
postgraduate) for an evening of drinks
and canapes to meet with members of
the Club and receive words of wisdom
before going up to university.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2020

04

Business Forum

The Club organises Business Forums
periodically. The main purpose of the
Business Forum is to create a platform for
members to interact on an intellectual
level and deepen the engagement
between members and Nigerian society.

05

Garden Party

This event holds in December and wraps
up the Club's calendar of events for the
year and is an opportunity for members of
the Club and their guests to unwind in an
informal setting - it is usually hosted by a
member of the Club.

06

Endowment
Fundraiser

The Club has started the process of
funding a scholarship (see page 8) but
more funding is needed. We will be holding
an event to raise funds for the Club's
planned Endowment Fund. Details will be
shared with members shortly.
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OCC NIGERIA SCHOLARSHIP
As part of the Club's initiative to support outstanding
Nigerian graduates seeking to take up a one year
postgraduate course at Oxbridge, you will recall that in
2017, the Club partnered with the Cambridge Trust to
establish the OCC Nigeria Scholarship . In 2019,
following the shortlisting of applications by the
Cambridge Trust, and in consultation with the Club, Dr
Daisy Okonofua was selected as the inaugural recipient
of the OCC Nigeria Scholarship.
Daisy is a first class graduate of Medicine from the
University of Benin. She graduated in 2017, winning
several awards including the Dean's Prize and the Nigeria
Medical Association Award both for the best graduating
student in the School of Medicine. She was a Medical
House Officer at University College Hospital Ibadan and
is currently reading for an MPhil in Public Health at
Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge. Please reach out to the
Exco if you would like to receive more information about
her.
The obligation of the Club is to raise half of the total cost
of tuition and maintenance for the recipient of the
Scholarship with the other half being funded by the
Cambridge Trust. We are looking to raise GBP20,296
(being 50% of the full amount of GBP40,592).

DR DAISY OKONOFUA
The Exco would like to thank members of the Club who have made financial commitments to the
payment of this sum including Mr Fela Akoni and Mr Bayo Osolake. We urge members to support
the Club in fulfilling this obligation and ensuring the success of the Scholarship scheme going
forward.
If you are minded to support, please reach out to the Exco on exco@oxbridgenigeria.com or call
Lanre Fatimilehin on +2348187265799 . You can also make your contribution by making a
payment to the Club using the account details below. If you do make a payment, please send a
notification to the email above for reconciliation and appreciation purposes. Thank you for your
continued support.

Bank: Stanbic IBTC Bank Plc
Account Name: The Oxford and Cambridge Club of Nigeria
Account Number: 0019096260
Reference: OCCN Scholarship
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CLUB MATTERS

01

Membership
Details

Our membership database is due for an update. We have
received complaints from several members that they do not
receive club communications. Therefore we will be reaching
out to members over the next month to confirm the details we
have on file.

We appreciate that these are difficult times given the state of
the economy and that members want to see that they are
receiving value for money. We would like to assure members
that funds received are going to be put to good use in
achieving the goals we have set forth earlier in this
Newsletter.

02

Membership
Subscriptions

Bank: UBA
Account Name:
We would like to thank members who have paid their dues The Oxford and Cambridge Club of Nigeria
and urge those who have not, to pay them as soon as they
Account Number: 1000095593
are able to. The Club's bank details are to the right.
Amount: NGN25,000

03

Newsletter

We aim to use the Newsletter as a tool for keeping members in
touch with the Oxbridge community in Nigeria. Please get in
touch if you have any news you would like to share that is of
interest to the alumni body.

Kindly email info@oxbridgenigeria.com
or contact Emmanuel Lawan on +2349098688780
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OXBRIDGE VERSUS COVID-19
Researchers across the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge are at
the forefront of global efforts to understand the coronavirus (COVID19) and protect our communities.
At Oxford, researchers have launched a new clinical trial to test the
effect of potential drug treatments for patients admitted to hospital
with COVID-19. The first patients have now been recruited.
There are currently no specific treatments for COVID-19. It is possible that some existing drugs
used for other conditions may have some benefits - but they may not. The Randomised Evaluation
of COVid-19 thERapY (RECOVERY) trial will provide doctors and the UK's health service with
information they need to determine which treatments should be used. The treatments initially
included in the study have been recommended by an expert panel that advises the Chief Medical
Officer in England.
At Cambridge, a team has designed an open-source ventilator in partnership with local clinicians,
engineers and manufacturers across Africa that is focused to address the specific needs for
treating COVID-19 patients and is a fully functioning system for use after the pandemic. Built
primarily for use in low- and middle-income countries, the OVSI ventilator can be cheaply and
quickly manufactured from readily available components. The first ventilators will be delivered in
May by a team of South Africa based companies.
The University of Cambridge is also leading a UK-wide initiative, the COVID-19 Genomics UK
Consortium - comprised of the NHS, Public Health Agencies, Wellcome Sanger Institute and
numerous academic institutions, to sequence the shifting genetics of COVID-19 as fast as
possible, providing 'real time' data that can help map its spread and detect mutations.
For more information please visit https://www.research.ox.ac.uk/Area/coronavirus-research or
https://www.cam.ac.uk/topics/covid-19.
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IN MEMORIAM

MALLAM ABBA KYARI OON
1952-2020
Mallam Kyari was born in September 2020 in Borno State.
He was educated at St. Paul's College in Wusasa. He
graduated with a Bachelor's degree in Sociology from
the University of Warwick in 1980 before obtaining a
degree in Law from the University of Cambridge. Mallam
Kyari was called to the Nigerian Bar in 1983 after
attending the Nigerian Law School. In 1984, he obtained
a Master's degree in Law at Cambridge. He later
attended the International Institute for Management
Development in Lausanne, Switzerland in 1992 and the
Program for Management Development at Harvard
Business School in Boston, USA in 1994.
He worked for the law firm Fani-Kayode and Sowemimo
on his return to Nigeria and served as Commissioner for
Forestry and Animal Resources in Borno State in the
1990s. From 1990 to 1995, he was Secretary to the Board
of the African International Bank. He was an Executive
Director in charge of Management Services at the United
Bank for Africa and later became Chief Executive Officer.
In August 2015, Mallam Kyari re-entered public service
following his appointment as Chief of Staff to President
Muhammadu Buhari, serving in this role until his death
on 17 April 2020 due to complications from the
Coronavirus Disease.

DR KOLE ABAYOMI SAN OON
1940-2020
Dr Kole Abayomi was born in August 1940 into the family
of Sir Kofoworola Abayomi, a prominent nationalist and
medical doctor. He was educated in Lagos at both CMS
Grammar School and King's College before travelling to
the UK to read for a first degree in Law at the University
of Durham. He was called to the Nigerian Bar in 1966. Dr
Abayomi was awarded the Commonwealth Scholarship
in October 1966 for postgraduate studies in Law, going
up to Clare College at the University of Cambridge to
read for the postgraduate degree in Law in 1967 and a
PhD in 1970.
Dr Abayomi returned to Nigeria in 1970, becoming a
lecturer at the Nigerian Law School. In 2001, he was
appointed Deputy Director General and Head of Lagos
Campus of the Nigerian Law School. Thereafter in
November 2004, he became the Director General of the
School.
He continued to teach until he retired as Director General
in November 2005, the same year he was conferred with
the rank of Senior Advocate of Nigeria (SAN). Dr Abayomi
was also a member of the 50-man Constitution Drafting
Committee appointed by the Military Head of State,
General Murtala Mohammed in 1975.
He passed away on 3 April 2020 after contracting the
Coronavirus Disease.

Our thoughts and prayers are with their families and we bid them farewell.
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TRIBUTE TO KYARI : THE BEST MAN
by Geoffrey Onyeama (St John's, Cambridge)
I first met Abba Kyari in 1977 at Warwick University in England. I had gone there to do Law as a second
first degree. He had come to do a degree in Sociology. I had a pending application to do Law at
Cambridge and when the result of that application came and it was positive, I left Warwick during the
second semester. But my five months at Warwick was enough to build a strong friendship with Abba that
lasted till his passing. Almost 43 years!
There was a small group of Nigerians at Warwick then, which included former President Yakubu Gowon
(who was doing a PhD in Political Science); Senator Osereihmi Osunbor (former Senator and Governor);
Sitonye Roy Wakama (former Deputy Inspector General of Police) and the lawyer, Desmond Guobadia.
There were a few other Nigerians.
Abba was quite skinny in those days! We became friends very quickly and a life-long bond was formed.
Abba was very simple and humble. He was also very friendly with everyone. He had very little interest in
material things. We had a common interest in politics and I believe it was our socialist political values that
cemented our friendship because we were always discussing politics and how to salvage Nigeria right up
to his passing.
Abba was also surprisingly sociable for someone who was so self-effacing and we had a lot of enjoyable
and memorable experiences at parties and discotheques! Abba also had a very good sense of humour
belied by his often stern visage. When I left Warwick University for Cambridge, Abba came to Cambridge
to introduce me to his friends there as he had studied in the city for his Advanced Levels. After
graduating from Warwick University, Abba went up to Cambridge to study Law. We kept in touch
throughout the last 43 years. We ended up together in Lagos in 1982 to attend Law School for a year.
When I left Nigeria in 1985 to work in Geneva for 30 years Abba came to Geneva often to stay with me
and whenever I was in Nigeria, he made it a point of coming to see me wherever I was.
When I got married in Owo to my wife from Idoani, Ondo State, Abba was my Best-Man. The officiating
Vicar was somewhat perplexed because I was a Roman Catholic Igbo, marrying an Anglican Yoruba in an
Anglican church with a Muslim Kanuri/Shuwa Arab Best-Man from Borno State! The officiating Catholic
priest in Geneva, Switzerland, two years later, during the baptism of our first son, was equally perplexed
when a muslim Abba Kyari and a muslim Muni Attah-Sonibare were the Godfather and Godmother
respectively! Abba was a Pan-Nigerian, global citizen, who recognized no boundaries between peoples,
be they racial, ethnic, religious, class or political. He made friends with everyone.
Abba was a man of unimpeachable integrity. Absolutely incorruptible! I remember after he got married to
his wonderful wife, Kulu, he told me how he showed her his first paycheck so she would know that he
was not wealthy and would not steal! It broke my heart to see all the false allegations against him on
issues of corruption. He showed me the safe in his office where he put any unsolicited gift .
I remember asking him about the rumours making the rounds that he was making money from the fine
imposed on MTN. He immediately showed me the memorandum setting up the Committee to deal with
the issue and he was not even a member. He also showed me how he had been able to block attempts by
many influential and powerful persons to make a lot of money at the expense of the country. He knew
that fighting corruption with such single mindedness and fearlessness would see him at the receiving
end of the venom of very powerful forces but was undeterred and preferred to ignore all the defamation
against him.
Abba was loyal to a fault. He decided he was going to protect his boss, President Muhammadu Buhari, at
all costs and would take any number of bullets for him. And he did! Since he became Chief of Staff to the
President, Abba never rested. He worked day and night, seven days a week. He was a hard taskmaster
who did not suffer fools gladly. A very demanding boss. He gave a lot of himself and expected his
subordinates and colleagues to do the same. He was very intelligent, very well-read and had a wide and
varied professional experience. He held strong opinions and did not yield position easily. But once he
believed in someone or a cause, he would fight with everything he had.
Abba believed completely in the Nigerian project and believed completely in President Muhammadu
Buhari. During the last five years he gave every second of his life for the success of both. His health
suffered as a result but it was a sacrifice and investment he was happy to make. Nigerians will look back
in years to come and see that he was truly the Best Man.
Rest In Peace my brother.

Mr Geoffrey Onyeama is Nigeria's Minister of Foreign Affairs
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