The Oxford and Cambridge Club of Nigeria
President’s Report AGM 2021
Capital Club Lagos, Victoria Island
Thursday 25 March at 6:00pm
The Grand Patron, Trustees, Past Presidents, Past Officers and Ordinary
Members of our great Club, distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, I welcome you
to the 2021 Annual General Meeting of The Oxford and Cambridge Club of
Nigeria holding today, 25th March both physically (at the Capital Club in
Victoria Island) and virtually using the Zoom platform.
It is my honour to present the President’s Report to you in respect of the year
2020.
2020 was an unprecedented year for the world and indeed the Club. The effect
of the global pandemic has been devastating and we have all felt its impact in
terms of the human toll and economic impact. In the immediate aftermath of the
election of the present Executive Committee, a series of lockdowns and
movement restrictions were announced in Nigeria and the rest of the world.
Needless to say, this curtailed the activities of the Club and many of our
traditional events did not hold, mainly because of the uncertainty associated
with the spread of COVID-19.
1. In Memoriam
The Oxbridge community has suffered unbearable losses over the last year with
the loss of several distinguished alumni including Aare (Dr) Bolu Akin1

Olugbade, Mallam Abba Kyari OON (the erstwhile Chief of Staff to the
President of Nigeria) and Dr Kole Abayomi (the former Director General of the
Nigerian Law School). They all lived exemplary lives and will be deeply missed.
We bid them farewell and pray that their souls rest in peace.
2. Membership Update
The Membership base of the Club remains strong; we had over 300 members on
our database as at the end of 2020. We are also making efforts to reach out to
new members as they graduate by using platforms such as the Freshers’ Event
to increase awareness about the Club and to track new members.
Ordinary membership of the Club is open to persons who have matriculated and
graduated from either the University of Oxford or the University of Cambridge
and are Nigerian or resident in Nigeria. Information on membership can be
found at www.oxbridgenigeria.com.
While the membership base is strong and growing, engagement by the
membership has been low; this was not helped by the pandemic in 2020.
Therefore, this coming year, we plan to use virtual platforms to execute some of
our traditional events and increase participation in Club activities by members.
3. Subscriptions
I would like to thank all Members who are up to date with the payment of their
annual subscriptions. The funds gathered from subscriptions are a lifeline for
the Club, especially in a year where corporate sponsorships are significantly
challenged.
2020 was a very unusual year for the Club and consequently NGN1,040,000 was
recorded under subscriptions; this is a decline of 15.6% versus 2019 when
NGN1,235,100 was collected. This is also a far cry from the record set in 2016
when NGN2,456,000 was recorded. We have observed a pattern where
subscriptions increase when there are more events and activity; therefore, we
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will be working hard to increase the level of activity and as a result,
subscriptions, this year.
However, it is incumbent us as Members to remain fully paid-up and under the
Club’s Constitution, Members are required to pay their dues by the end of 31st
March at the latest. For Members attending via Zoom, we are sharing the details
of the Club’s bank account and for those who are physically present, we have a
POS machine available for your use.
We note that Members that have attained the age of 70 years and above are
exempt from the payment of annual dues. However, I would like to say a special
thank you to our senior Members who have continued to give above and beyond
the subscription level despite this exemption.
The Club’s account details are as follows:
Account Name:

Oxford and Cambridge

Account Bank:

United Bank for Africa Plc

Account Number:

1000095593

4. Scholarship Scheme
Over the years, the Club has received numerous requests for financial support
from students seeking to pursue (mostly) post-graduate degrees at the
Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. To this end, the Club entered into a
partnership with the Cambridge Commonwealth, European & International
Trust (Cambridge Trust) to offer jointly funded scholarships for study at the
University of Cambridge – these scholarships are known as the OCC Nigeria
Scholarships.
The Club and the Cambridge Trust jointly agree to fund the cost of tuition and
maintenance for one student annually that is on a one-year taught Masters
course at the University. The scholarship is for outstanding students from
3

Nigeria who would not be able to study at the University without financial
support.
In 2019, following a shortlisting of applications by the Cambridge Trust and in
consultation with the Club, Dr Daisy Okonofua, a first-class graduate of
medicine, from the University of Benin was selected as the inaugural recipient
of the OCC Nigeria Scholarship.
She graduated from the University of Benin in 2017, winning several awards
including the Dean’s Prize and the Nigeria Medical Association Award both for
the best graduating student in the School of Medicine. She was a Medical House
Officer at University College Hospital Ibadan and completed her MPhil in
Public Health at Fitzwilliam College, University of Cambridge in 2020.
The obligation of the Club is to raise 50 percent of the total cost of tuition and
maintenance for each recipient of the Scholarship; with the balance being funded
by the Cambridge Trust. The full cost of the Scholarship is GBP40,336 of which
the Club’s contribution is GBP20,168. At present, we have obtained some
commitments from members currently totalling just under GBP5,000. Thank
you to Chief Phillip Asiodu, Mr Fela Akoni, Dr Timi Austen-Peters, Mr Bayo
Osolake and Dr Wale Babalakin. However, we are still quite far from our target
of NGN15 million to cover the full cost. Over the next month, the Executive
Committee will be reaching out to members directly for support with our
fundraising drive.
The Executive Committee also plans to approach Oxford University in order to
explore the establishment of a similar scholarship programme for post-graduate
students seeking to study at Oxford. We would welcome any contacts,
information or other assistance you are able to provide in this regard.
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5. Activities Update
Unfortunately, the traditional calendar of the Club was upended by the COVID19 pandemic. The Boat Race, which was fast becoming a key fixture and which
has held every year since 1845, except during the First and Second World Wars
was cancelled. In a period of uncertainty about how the disease is spread, with
the restrictions on social gatherings, we were unable to hold our May Ball and
other physical activities. We did not take advantage of virtual platforms for
activities in 2020 and that is something that we are seeking to rectify in 2021.
The Freshers’ Event
On 3rd September 2020, the Freshers’ Event, was held for the 5th consecutive
year, and the first time completely virtually. The Event was hosted by the Club
for students going up to either University in 2020. In all, we had 30 attendees
from both Universities as well as members of the Executive Committee
attending online. I would like to thank Mr Akinfela Akoni for attending the
event and providing useful advice to the students. We wish all the students well
in their studies.
This event continues to be a useful way to introduce students to the Club and
drive membership growth. It is my hope that in upcoming events, we can get
more Members attending so we highlight the depth and network of the Club.
Future Events
The Executive Committee has drawn up a calendar of events for the upcoming
year. These are as follows:
1. The Boat Race

4th April 2021

2. The Oxbridge Debate

April 2021

3. Abuja Networking Event

May 2021

4. May Ball 2021

June 2021

5. Freshers’ Event

August 2021
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6. Lagos Cocktails

September 2021

7. Garden Party

December 2021

There are likely to be limits on attendance for some of these events to enable
COVID-19 protocols to be observed. In addition, we are in the process of
redeveloping the Business Forum series which will allow experts in various
fields within the Club share their expertise; this will also extend to public policy.
The Business Forum series will take the form of online webinars and details will
be announced shortly.
6. Members in Abuja and Northern Nigeria
Over the years, we have had enquiries from Members based in Northern Nigeria
about the possibility of holding events that are easy for them to attend. We
recognise that we are a national association and so in order to address this, we
are building up a database of Members located in Abuja. We plan to host them
at a networking event in May 2021. We believe this will be the start of many
exciting possibilities for the Club in engaging many of the exceptional
individuals based here, many of whom are in the public sector.
7. Relationship with Oxbridge Alumni Groups
The Club has continued to maintain strong ties with the Alumni offices of both
Oxford and Cambridge University. We continue to liaise with both offices on
events such as the Freshers’ Event which they help us organise, as well as
getting contact details for incoming students to the Universities. This allows us
to follow-up with them up until they graduate and become eligible to be
Members of the Club.
8. Social Media
The Club has started to re-engage on various social media platforms. These help
us with the dissemination of information. These are:
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1. LinkedIn:

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4434421/

The Oxford and Cambridge Club of Nigeria Group (62 members)
2. Facebook:

@oxbridgenigeria (127 likes)

3. Twitter:

@OxbridgeNigeria (166 followers)

4. Instagram: @Oxbridgenigeria (3 followers) – we have had to create a
new Instagram account as login details for the previous account could not
be retrieved.
Please follow us on our various social media platforms when you have the
opportunity.
9. Sponsors and Partners
Over the years, the Club has been fortunate to establish partnerships with
leading corporate organisations in Nigeria. The environment is challenging but
this year we have received NGN1.5 million in sponsorship commitments to date;
we hope to receive more, as this will have a positive impact on the events we can
stage. Please reach out to any member of the Executive Committee if you would
like to discuss sponsorship opportunities.
10.

Looking Forward

It is important that we ensure that the Club is seen as a leading platform for
thought leadership within Nigeria. I want to assure members that activity
schedule for 2021 will cover this through the Oxbridge Debate and the Business
Forum series.
In addition to this, as a Club that is founded on the back of the most prestigious
educational establishments in the world, it is important that the scholarship
schemes that we are building be sustained. I appeal to Members to contribute to
the fundraising drive for the OCC Nigeria Scholarship; we are making good
progress and I believe that our target of NGN15 million is achievable.
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Beyond this amount, to sustainably fund scholarships for students at both
Universities on an annual basis, we come back to the need for an Endowment
Fund. I would like to propose the creation of a standing committee to address
the issue and will be inviting some Members to work with the Executive
Committee to at least set-up the framework for the establishment of this
Endowment Fund; if there are any Members who are interested in this, please
reach out to me.
11.

Thanks

I would like to thank the Executive Committee, particularly Mrs Olamide
Abudu, Mr Adeola Adenubi, Mr Emmanuel Lawan, Ms Adure Peters and Dr
Olumide Famuyiwa. We have a lot of work to do this year and I will be relying
heavily on their continued support in executing our plans. I would also like to
thank our ex-officio Members, Dr Timi Austen-Peters, Ms Adefunke Adeyemi
and Mr Obiora Agbim.
I also want to thank the entire membership for their continued support despite
what has been a challenging 2020. Once again, I would especially like to thank
those Members who have made contributions or pledges in respect of the
Scholarship Scheme – Chief Phillip Asiodu, Mr Akinfela Akoni, Dr Timi AustenPeters, Mr Bayo Osolake and Dr Wale Babalakin.
Thank you
Lanre Fatimilehin
President
25th March 2020
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